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CenterPoint Energy to file application to construct 345-kV electric transmission line

- Transmission line critical to provide additional capacity to import power supply by summer 2018 
- Application includes alternative routes reflecting input from public, other key stakeholders 

HOUSTON, April 23, 2015 /PRNewswire/ -- CenterPoint Energy, Inc.'s (NYSE: CNP) electric utility will file an application 
tomorrow for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC) to construct a 
portion of the Houston Import Project, a 130-mile, 345-kV transmission line that will run from Harris County to Limestone 
County. CenterPoint Energy is responsible for constructing and maintaining the southern portion of the line, known as the 
Brazos Valley Connection, which will run from Harris to Grimes County. The northern portion of the transmission line will be 
constructed by Cross Texas Transmission, and will run from Grimes to Limestone County.

"Of the nation's twenty largest metro areas, Houston ranked third in the number of jobs created in 2014; reliable electricity is 
critical to maintaining that success," said Kenny Mercado, senior vice president of CenterPoint Energy's Electric Operations. 
"The southeast Texas region that will be served by the Houston Import Project is a hub that will drive economic growth not only 
in Texas, but also across the country."

"Access to reliable, affordable energy is critical to the Texas Gulf Coast's economy and its reputation as a good place to do 
business," said Tony Bennett, President of the Texas Association of Manufacturers. "We're starting to see electricity 
congestion in the Texas Gulf Coast region that can erode the confidence of those eager to invest here. If a region becomes 
notorious for electricity reliability or congestion issues, it's very difficult to regain trust and confidence among employers and 
investors."

In 2014, ERCOT identified the Houston Import Project as critical to provide additional transmission capacity to import power 
supply into the Houston area by summer 2018. Since that time, CenterPoint Energy has worked with a routing consultant to 
perform an environmental assessment and routing analysis for the proposed line. Additionally, public input was gathered at 
open houses and through the Community Engagement section of the Brazos Valley Connection Web site. 

The length of the Brazos Valley Connection will be between 60 miles and 78 miles depending upon the route approved by the 
PUC. CenterPoint Energy estimates the total project capital cost of the Brazos Valley Connection will be between $276 million 
and $383 depending upon the route approved by the PUC. At the conclusion of the project, the estimated impact to a 
residential customer within CenterPoint Energy's service territory using 1,000 kWh per month would be approximately $0.25 per 
month.  

Because the project has been designated critical by ERCOT, the PUC has 180 days to make a decision on the project after the 
CCN application is filed. 

After the PUC reviews CenterPoint Energy's application, the PUC will issue a final order addressing all issues relating to the 
electric transmission line, including whether the application is approved and if so, which route should be constructed. Upon final 
approval, CenterPoint Energy will begin construction and anticipates that the project will be completed by mid-2018.

The application will be filed under PUC Docket No. 44547. The PUC Certification Process for transmission lines can be 

http://www.brazosvalleyconnection.com/
http://www.brazosvalleyconnection.com/


reviewed here. 

Forward-Looking Statements: This news release includes forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private 
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These forward-looking statements are based upon assumptions of management which 
are believed to be reasonable at the time made and are subject to significant risks and uncertainties. Actual events and results 
may differ materially from those expressed or implied by these forward-looking statements. Any statements in this news release 
regarding future events, such as future construction and expansion of electric transmission lines and facilities, future regulatory 
actions, future economic conditions and any other statements that are not historical facts are forward-looking statements. Each 
forward-looking statement contained in this news release speaks only as of the date of this release.

CenterPoint Energy, Inc., headquartered in Houston, Texas, is a domestic energy delivery company that includes electric 
transmission & distribution, natural gas distribution and energy services operations. The company serves more than five million 
metered customers primarily in Arkansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Texas. The company also owns a 
55.4 percent limited partner interest in Enable Midstream Partners, a publicly traded master limited partnership it jointly controls 
with OGE Energy Corp., which owns, operates and develops natural gas and crude oil infrastructure assets. With more than 
7,400 employees, CenterPoint Energy and its predecessor companies have been in business for more than 140 years. For 
more information, visit the website at www.CenterPointEnergy.com. 
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To view the original version on PR Newswire, visit:http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/centerpoint-energy-to-file-
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